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Abstract:

The modern American libertarian movement beganhm 1nid-1960s. The
surviving written resources from this early era @aaishing, unless converted
to digital format. This article provides backgrouiod the development of this
movement and presents currently available onliggadipublication platforms.
Along with some relevant publications in need @il preservation.
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1. Roots of the Modern American Libertarian M ovement

Everyone who identifies as a “libertarian” todaw,the American sense, has a different point of
origin. This could be family, friends, loved onespmmates, personal experiences or any number
of other exposures. Today there are hundreds ithmmisands of published books, magazines and
articles. Thousands of Internet websites, blogssudision sites, YouTube and other videos. Along
with less specific but still inherently libertaridhemed works of art, films, poems, novels, plays
and artistic or historical works of many differémds. But 60 years ago, this was far different.

The pre Internet era of contemporary American tdar@nism began in 1960, more or less.
The exact starting point can’'t be pinpointed, befobe 1960 there were few self-identified
American libertarians of the modern individualiBee market oriented kind. There were people
who identified as “civil libertarians” for variouseasons. But the American individualist limited
government/market anarchist libertarian traditicaswearly extinct.

There were a few individuals, such as Dr. Murray Rothbard, (a Ph.D.
economist/historian from New York City), who hadrfeed a small circle of students and admirers
of Ludwig von Mises and other economists of the s&ian School” of economics. But this was
mainly a study group. Novelist-screenwriter-philpser Ayn Rand also lived in NYC and by the
late 50s Rothbard had joined her Objectivist sttidsle for regular meetings. However admirers of
Rand (Objectivists, Randians, and “Students of @hjism” as Rand insisted on calling them)
were mainly interested in her novels and the ideab individualist philosophy expressed therein.
She later wrote a several books of essays on h&rspphy absent a literary context. However
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“Miss Rand” didn't like the term “libertarian.” Lat in that decade she repeatedly denounced
libertarians as “drug taking anarchists” and “hgspiof the right” whose ideas were said to be
incompatible with her official philosophy. Nonethst most early American libertarians were

familiar with her work and some, if not all, origihy considered themselves Objectivists or

Randians to one degree or another. Later the alff@bjectivist movement suffered a major split

By the late 60s Rand’s movement lost considerabbenemtum and influence among younger

libertarians who disliked Rand’s authoritarian lesthip style and culturally conservative personal
values.

There was no organized libertarian movement or ipatibns, though articles by
libertarians, and sometimes mentioning “libertasiaar “libertarianism” appeared in a few small
political magazines, journals or conservative pdilons.

There were also many other roads to modern Ametibantarianism. Many of which had
no explicit basis in conservative, right-wing ortimommunist movements, trends or intellectual
sources. Some individuals came from what mightdosdly called the Left or New Left, such as
the anti-Vietnam war activism, Quakerism or paaoifisA unique variant of libertarian pacifism,
which had surprising and long term influence, afogs Robert LeFevre and his Colorado Springs
based Freedom School, which lasted until the mgl-A®er moving to Southern California in the
mid-60s this school later expanded to include thacaredited Rampart College. This consisted of
formal classroom study and lectures given by Le€etrmini courses to young libertarians across
America or on audio tape. LeFevre’s main teachamget which he termed “autarchism” reflected a
radical individualist self-ownership principle apwith consistent opposition to the use of physical
force, even for self-defense. LeFevre’s persorgtbhy included leadership roles in oddball 1940’s
southern California based spiritual cults (the GredAM movement was one). But his later
libertarian teachings about non-aggression, comlyldiree markets and ethical and historical
foundations of liberty caught on with several vesyccessful entrepreneurs. Including textile
manufacturer Roger Milliken and oil & gas entre@enCharles Koch Sr. and his family members.
Several Freedom School students or teachers becemmstream libertarians and activist leaders.
One young student teacher for LeFevre, Dana Robh&ba became a long tenured US
congressman and champion of Ronald Reagan cons&wgtwith a distinct libertarian edge. Still
other young libertarians emerged from both antitv@aen war and anti-draft activism. Some were
intellectually and culturally leftist but becamesitlusioned with all forms of modern Marxism and
state socialism. A few even came from “classicahrenism” roots dating back to the pre-
communist Marxist European left. Others were disitbned SDS activists from the American and
European student protest movements. Still othews tleere was considerable overlap in influences,
stemmed from the 50s-60s explosion of imaginatoierse fiction.

A few very successful SF writers such as Roberhlda were explicitly libertarian or even
anarchists. Some early libertarians such as L. Siailth enjoyed commercial success using future
libertarian world themes. The mid 60s debut of gbbreaking TV science fiction like Star Trek
(though not explicitly very libertarian) made nevays of futurist thinking popular. Likewise the
publication of J. R. R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Ringgdogy embodied fantasy tales where heroic
Everyman characters seek out and destroy those Iludted after the Ring of Power, a clear
metaphor for State Power. While Tolkien isn’t ofteensidered a libertarian forefather, his Meta
themes all present libertarian values and morality.

The development of effective cheap female birthtrmdriueled a cultural sexual revolution.
The post WWII Baby Boomer demographic, “New FroritigFK idealism about civil rights for
racial minorities and rejection of colonialism aexgplicit foreign imperialism requiring military
intervention all created the ideal circumstancesafaew kind of American libertarianism to slowly
emerge. American high school students of the tiraeewoutinely assigned George Orwell’s 1984
and Animal Farm and Aldous Huxley’'s Brave New Woftit classroom reading. They thus
absorbed some of those anti-state, anti-Stalingstsaiges and ideological themes.

It should also be noted that the American the Rivstve feminist movement had some
antecedents in early libertarian activism. MostbhsUC student Sharon Pressley founded and led
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the Berkeley Libertarian Alliance, one of the fisgtecifically identified libertarian groups formed.
In the 70s she later helped organize the Alliarfdalmertarian Feminists (ALF) which was a small
caucus in the larger mainly Democrat Women’s RulitCaucus. It is also worth noting that while
the Gay Liberation movement began publicly in tadye70s, many young gay conservatives and
right-wingers became explicitly libertarian (or gquifellow travelers) and no longer considered
themselves conservatives. Anti-gay cultural biass whirly strong in the traditional
right/conservative circles, some of whom denoungagls as “unchristian” or immoral. Since
libertarianism is about individual rights and perab choice, government persecution of
homosexuals and bigotry was ideologically incompatwith libertarian values.

The John Birch Society and its publication The N&merican was more radical and in
some areas anti-state, but overall the JBS watethinith conspiratorial anti-Communist theories
which put it inevitably beyond the “respectable semvative” pale. Somewhat surprisingly, the JBS
today remains very anti-statist and hostile to faldeeviathan. Several JBS 60s era youth leaders
became prominent early libertarian movement adgviscluding Libertarian Party founder David
Nolan and libertarian historian Jeffrey Rogers Huehm

In the 50s the small booklet format The Freeman maslished by the Foundation for
Economic Education (FEE), which is still active.eTiNew Individualist Review was initially
sponsored by the University of Chicago Chaptehefihtercollegiate Society of Individualists. The
word “libertarian” appeared in both of these pudicns numerous times and some later prominent
libertarian scholars and writers were regular dbators. If you wanted to find published libertaria
thought in the 1960s, you could usually find itrtheHowever, other than the Republican Barry
Goldwater 1964 presidential campaign — whose mpeechwriter was Karl Hess, later a major
libertarian writer, speaker and activist — libedgaism was seldom encountered in political
discourse. Jokes about being them being “libratigresw very tiresome.

Partly due to the influence of the 1964 Goldwategsmlential campaign among young
conservatives (including this author) and the eslagrowth of the right-wing youth group Young
Americans for Freedom (YAF), more explicitly libaran writings began to appear. In the New
Guard, the monthly YAF magazine, articles appeanethe late 60s specifically written from a
libertarian viewpoint. In late 1968 a small clagsif ad in the New Guard promoted Murray
Rothbard’s new monthly newsletter Libertarian Fordrnis had begun a few months earlier, which
he co-edited with Karl Hess and later several athét the same time the official Objectivist
movement was imploding over the scandalous splitwden Rand’'s second-in-command,
psychologist Nathanial Brandon (who was Rand’setdover), and Rand herself. Simultaneously
the conservative YAF youth group was undergoingagomsplit between the “trads” (conventional
conservatives in the anti-communist Buckleyite madehd the much more energetic emerging
libertarian wing. (YAF survives to this day undkeetauspices of the Young America’s Foundation.)
YAF libertarians were basically forced out at th&irgust 1969 national convention in St. Louis.
Many would date the start of the modern Americherliarian activist movement to this event. The
YAF Libertarian Caucus walked out in a bloc andaree the foundation for several other activist
young libertarian groups: the Society for Individu@erty (SIL), the Radical Libertarian Alliance
(RLA), along with numerous local libertarian yowfoups and fronts.

By the late 60s after the split from YAF, the Anoan libertarian movement largely broke
away from any former right-wing or Randian predsoceggroups. In many cases activists began
small newsletters or magazines. These all werepsilished until the Reason Foundation, newly
created in the mid 60s, expanded Reason magazme imodern glossy professional format in late
1969.

Published books about the early formation of theleno American libertarian movement
include It Usually Begins with Ayn Rand, by Jeromeccille and Radicals for Capitalism by Brian
Doherty.
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2. Intellectual Artifacts of the Modern American Libertarian Movement

While archeology is usually thought to be the uretng of physical artifacts of the prehistoric and
early historic past, “intellectual artifacts” areuan the same with respect to uncovering and
preserving information. In modern times of courker¢ are artifacts such as physical books,
magazines, newspapers, films, audio and video detgs and others. The bulk of “knowledge”
therefore, is contained in these objects. Moshefdignificant ones of these kinds are preserved in
collections, either individual or more carefullg, sponsored institutional libraries.

Associated with the modern American libertarian proent as discussed above, were
hundreds of mostly very small newsletters, newsggpeagazines and other printed items. Prior to
about the year 2000 the Internet was for most phetis and readers not available as a ready
substitute for the printed paper publications timeexistence.

Paper publications are subject to deteriorationr diree. Newsprint fades and crumbles
within a few decades. Paper becomes fragile, faicés and depending on storage may also suffer
mold, water and insect damage. Without specialgovasion techniques paper publications will
eventually be totally lost.

Paper documents are limited to the physical looatiwhere copies may be found. Since
early American libertarian publications are noweast 20-60 years old, other than the few which
were originally obtained by libraries or subseqlyedbnated, they are not available unless in the
original owners personal possession. Over the aéscabst have been discarded due to moves, lack
of storage, death, etc. Remaining copies, asida ome library collections, are mostly kept in
attics, closets or dusty files awaiting eventuapdsal. Many have been totally forgotten by their
owners.

What we call the Internet wasn’t an option priod&90. There were predecessors, but these
were links among research institutions and notlabks to the public at large.

In 1995 Microsoft introduced an Internet browserkmg the still emerging Internet
accessible to the general public. The transitiowloét is now called “social media” to the Internet
can be said to have been completed by 2004 whesbBak was launched.

Although websites existed and HTML web markup laaggi was being used, computer
modem bandwidth and personal computer processdrstarage devices were quite limited. Most
were text-only. Publishing software for websitessvexpensive and individual expertise for small
publishers was limited prior to about 2000.

Unlike paper documents and publications, softwaeated “Portable Document Formats” or
PDFs of these items that are essentially like giragzhs. Once digitized they can be placed on
computer storage devices, the “cloud” (which igpacglly linked group of independent computer
storage servers), or on websites with individuahlostorage. They are essentially permanent so
long as the electronic data remains intact and atdad On public websites these PDFs are
available, readable and often printable from amytali screen device. No library visits needed.

With this PDF software or similar preservation noetblogy, effort future students and
scholars of libertarian ideas and history will hawiginal documentation produced
contemporaneously with the development of this mmamt. An accurate and encompassing
collection of original documents will help ensubat future analysis will be from original sources
and encompass a wide variety of viewpoints exptesBee libertarian “mastodon bones” will be
found in the PDF stratum.

As the American libertarian movement grows it Wi valuable and instructive to learn how
these ideas for change first developed and slovelurad. ‘Early adopters’ of libertarian ideas from
many different sources argued and debated mosteatdame ideas, theories, history, philosophical
details and applications of libertarian thinkingigthare debated and discussed today. Traditionally
libertarians only agree in broad terms. Disagre¢raed debate over the details is a hallmark of
real honest libertarian thought.

Along with innumerable late night dorm room bullss®ns among libertarians and their
critics, there have been since the early 1980s sacademic literature about serious libertarian
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subjects. Particularly in the area of economic theethics, philosophy, “political science” and the
study of “political economy” and history. Some it all of these journals or academic writings
are now available online as PDFs as will be shoelovb.

But a more general problem is one endemic to ailbbse discourse of important and
particularly, new ideas. Ideas such as are embadidibertarian thought. That is the problem
popularly described as “re-inventing the wheel.” ais very evident to people such as this author,
and others who were readers and consumers of these&@reators and exponents of the modern
American libertarian thought, is that most of thesEas have been around for a long time. Digging
through the earliest sources, some of which fedtarajor and serious academics and later “stars”
of libertarian thought, provides nuggets of insgyhthich are still being debated and remain
relevant today.
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Appendix.
Publications Available Today via PDF or other Online Means

The listings shown here were valid at the time tedamost of which were compiled in the summer
of 2019. Some listings may have changed, been egddeleted or have invalid links. However

they should provide a useful basic guide for furtiesearch.

Hosting institutions are shown which often incll@umber of early publications. Some of these
are primarily libertarian, others may host a varigft other publications.

A. The Mises Institute https://mises.org/abous@siwhat-is-the-mises-Institute

The Mises Institute, named after pioneering Austreconomist Ludwig von Mises, is an
established libertarian organization which focuses scholarly and educational materials and
outreach.

It hosts a robust collection of early American tiagian publications listed below and accessible
directly at the link directly above this list. Somaethese publications pre-date the 1960s and date
back to the post WWII era, when the term “libedati was barely used in the American
political/ideological context. In most cases in@ddin the listing it appears that complete
collections of these publications are availableyearly so. (One exception is Liberty Magazine, the
contemporary one, not the 19th century versionwioich only the 2003 issue is available on this
site.)

https://mises.org/library/other-journals

AMERICAN AFFAIRS 1945-1950
AMERICAN MERCURY 1936-1943
FAITH AND FREEDOM 1951-1960
THE FREEMAN 1950-1953

THE FREEMAN 1950-1999
LEFEVRE'S JOURNAL

LEFT AND RIGHT

LIBERTARIAN FORUM 1969-1984
LIBERTARIAN PAPERS

LIBERTY MAGAZINE

ARTICLES OF INTEREST
PERSUASION 1964-1968
RAMPART JOURNALH AND FREEDOM 1951-1960
RAMPART JOURNAL

B. LPedia.org http://Ipedia.org/Category:Nationarty? Newsletters

The national Libertarian Party, founded in 1972,inteans an archival website which hosts a
number of libertarian and Libertarian Party relgbedblications. It is sponsored by the LP’s national
committee and maintained on a volunteer basis.utt & is somewhat difficult to navigate and
most materials are not complete sets, though itahasge variety of Party related publications and
documents.

It hosts a few, or single copies of many other hirertarian Party related publications and
libertarian related ephemera.

95



1) Libertarian Party News - The most important leé hosted publications is the national Party
newspaper Libertarian Party News, or LP News. Tdrdiest issue of which was produced in late

1971. This publication, usually produced monthlyngwsprint editions, is a complete set. In most
years fewer than 12 issues were published, however.

In addition to Libertarian Party News LPedia.orgttees a few single issues or a small number of
other libertarian movement publications:

2) A is A Newsletter — Only a single issue from tage 70s, this newsletter format publication
existed only for a brief time (unknown) but seenws focus on current events from a
libertarian/Objectivist (Randian) viewpoint, givetme title (one of Ayn Rand's most used
philosophical statements.) (Cannot currently logais on LPedia.org, but seems to have been
hosted there once.)

3) Libertarian Vanguard — The sometimes tabloignetimes newsletter format publication of the
self-described Radical Caucus (RC) of the LibeatarParty. The LPedia.org site has only two
issues hosted, February 1979 and March 1984. Tub$ication was erratically produced though
originally intended to be a monthly publication. ritost often appeared immediately prior to
Libertarian Party national or state conventionsrt{palarly California), in order to influence
decisions voted upon there. Most of the foundersibers/writers were active in the LP and most
continued careers in LP or other libertarian movenagtivism.

Most but not all of the Radical Caucus founders/iers were from the San Francisco Bay
area in California where the Cato Institute wagiaslly located, along with s few other Koch
funded publications at the time. By the late 80sifRC members had dropped out of the LP. Many
of the core RC members in the late 80s went orotmd the Libertarian Republican Organizing
Committee (LROC), the first explicit libertarianagip in the GOP, and some later went on in the
late 90s to create and operate the still extansit@lntiwar.com

Libertarian Party News  http://Ipedia.org/LP_New
Libertarian Vanguard  http://Ipedia.org/Libeisam_Vanguard

C. The Unz Review http://www.unz.com/print/

This link is part of a much larger website mainivdted to current events and essays along with
many other pages devoted to archived books ardestiof which “Libertarian and Free Market” is
only one of several categories offered. That is shbhead under “Periodicals” which early
libertarian related publications are shown, in @&ue “word cloud” format using differing type
fonts for each publication.

There are a great many periodicals available; samadrom the pre Internet libertarian era.
Ron Unz is a former California based entreprenebo was devoted himself to his extensive
website and various political causes and issuesylyna California. His general thrust on Unz.com
is various “banned books” and subjects, often cwatrsial topics not found elsewhere, with a
counter Politically Correct thrust. But his extemsidigital archives cover material from a large
variety of political and ideological viewpoints, tmoerely his own perspective.
Among the archived pre Internet publications ineldich this site are:

1) Human Events — a mostly hard right bi-weeklyldabformat published since the 1950s. Some
early libertarian writers often appeared, though t®ntributors were libertarians. Still published
today.

2) National Review — This monthly magazine begut985 by William F. Buckley is often said to
have been a secretly funded project of the ClAidarathe “ideological war” against Communism
in the 50s. Buckley is now believed by most libeaas to have been a CIA “asset” but mainly
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gained fame due to his media presence in NR aed taimerous TV and radio appearances, some
regular. His family had money, which made his pahihg possible.
Actual libertarians were nearly all purged from R{rRthe early 60s.

3) The Abolitionist - This was the initial Radichibertarian Alliance (RLA) national newsletter,
which the Unz site hosts for the period 1970-19&Li@s. Remaining issues are scarce. The RLA
was one of the initial libertarian splinter grodpsmed after the 1969 YAF split.

4) Cato Journal — The major publication of the Qasiitute, which was formed with the financial
backing of the Koch brothers and originally led (part) by Murray Rothbard, who was
subsequently purged. The Unz site hosts a colledtmm the mid-80s (when founded) to 2000.
Cato still exists as a major “libertarian think k&rmased in Washington DC. The Journal mostly
contained scholarly articles by a variety of Inggtauthors and outside academics and contributors.

5) Independent Review — The quarterly academicnguformat publication of the Oakland CA
based Independent Institute. Unz site hosts iskoes 1986-1999, though this publication is still
ongoing. Mostly scholarly articles or material abeaonomic and social issues from a libertarian
perspective by both Institute scholars and outsobatributors. Also features articles of
contemporary political issues interest.

6) Journal of Libertarian Studies — Published fra8v7-2003, all hosted on the Unz site, this
academic style journal featured research and asadyticles by independent libertarian scholars
and authors. This was the principal outlet of thé€O\based Center for Libertarian Studies.

7) The Libertarian Review — A magazine format pedtiion featuring articles by libertarian writers
on contemporary political and economic subjectse Tnz site hosts the entire collection from
1974-1981. This was one of the main Koch brothieeted publications.

8) New Individualist Review — Published by the Glgo chapter of the Intercollegiate Society of
Individualists (still extant in a subsequent forrtfje Unz website hosts a complete collection of
issues from 1961-1968. In a scholarly journal tigrenat, this early publication featured articles by
early libertarians mostly from academic backgroun@svered economic and political policy

issues.

9) Persuasion — A very small but early newslettemft publication featuring short articles by
libertarians about contemporary subjects and isstes Unz collection features what are likely all
the back issues, from 1964-1968.

10) The Rothbard-Rockwell Report — A complete adien of this well produced monthly
newsletter, from 1990-1998 features short essaysditles by the authors in the title, along véth
few other libertarian contributors. Focused mamtycurrent events in American politics and events
from what is now deemed the “paleo-libertarian’wp®int pioneered by the two main authors.

D. The Voluntaryists, Voluntaryist.com
The Voluntaryist 1982-Present

From their Home Page:

Voluntaryists are advocates of non-political, naolent strategies to achieve a free society.

We reject electoral politics, in theory and in fgiee as incompatible with libertarian principles.
Governments must cloak their actions in an auraafal legitimacy in order to sustain their power,
and political methods invariably strengthen thgttimacy.
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Voluntaryists seek instead to delegitimize thee&thtough education, and we advocate withdrawal
of the cooperation and tacit consent on which Siateer ultimately depends.

This long standing and unique libertarian groupaaiged in the early 1980s shortly after
the boom in the Libertarian Party growth followitige Ed Clark/David Koch presidential campaign
in 1980. David Koch'’s funding provided the LP whkB state ballot access for the first time ever
and considerable national publicity.

However a small but significant group of libertasaincluding Voluntaryists founders Carl
Watner and Wendy McEIlroy joined to create thistiigéan group that rejects politics as a means of
change. Hearkening back to 19th century individianarchists like Lysander Spooner, Benjamin
Tucker and Josiah Warren, this group instead adesceeliance on education and passive
resistance to the State.

Their well-organized website contains all of thestpssues of their regular publication
(roughly bi-monthly) The Voluntaryist, in an onligchive. This is linked from the Home Page at
“Table of Contents & Archives” from 1982 to the peat. In this they are one of the rare libertarian
periodicals which is complete and online, hostedhgyoriginal organization (now run primarily by
co-founder Carl Watner.)

E. The publications shown below are available @nahthor’s aldallc.com

1) American Libertarian

Published from July 1986 to October 1989. This mmaper was intended to be a monthly tabloid
but for various reasons sometimes appeared asvethly “double issue.” The complete set is
hosted at the indicated website.

One of the few, if not only, libertarian newspap@ther than the Libertarian Party News)
which had color, regular photos and cartoons. Is waended to focus mostly on news and
interviews as opposed to theory, philosophy origpinThough at times subject matter varied.

Edited and largely written by (this article’s authdlike Holmes, the financial backer
(though not identified as publisher) was Houstordicdogist Dr. Matthew Monroe. Dr. Monroe
also served on the Libertarian National Committeéé¢() from 1979 -1989. Holmes was the editor
of the Libertarian Party News in 1984-1985.

The intention of American Libertarian was to take tontemporary libertarian movement
seriously. To cover actual developments in a newndit. The Libertarian Party’s activities were
the most visible during this period but AL also reaah effort to cover other groups and news
objectively. It never had more than 1,000 subscsibeften less, and lost money. Some contributors
were paid small amounts but Holmes was unpaid. putdication was typeset and laid out by
libertarian Sue Bjornseth, who worked professignft a large graphics firm.

The newspaper folded shortly after Dr. Monroe’suaegssful attempt to become
Libertarian Party chair in September 1989. Monrepresented the Ron Paul/Murray Rothbard
faction, all of whom subsequently left the LP bg #nd of 1989.

2) Republican Liberty

Republican Liberty was the official newsletter bé&tRepublican Liberty Caucus (newsletter now in
electronic format at rlc.org). The RLC and its firewsletter edition created in 1990 as a national
umbrella and newsletter of state Caucus chapters.Hittberg of Florida and a small group of
mainly Florida libertarians (many ex LP members)revéhe initial nucleus of the group and
Rittberg was the first Republican Liberty editor.

Roger MacBride, the renegade Republican 1972 Nedlentor from New Hampshire who
cast his electoral vote for the 1972 LP presidénit&et of John Hospers and Theodora (Tonie)
Nathan. He was the initial RL publisher and mairaficier. MacBride was subsequently elected as
national RLC chair and served for several yearkeMiolmes became RL Senior/Associate editor
and served until 2000.
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The RLC exists to recognize state affiliates whefacused on helping to elect libertarian oriented
Republicans to political and party offices. Modelmerican libertarian movement godfather
economist/historian Murray Rothbard gave the kegngpeech at the inaugural national RLC
convention held in conjunction with the 1992 GORiaral convention in Houston. Subsequently
for the last two months in 1996 Dr. Ron Paul seragdational RLC chair prior to his taking office
after being elected (again, after a break) as a3 &@ongressman. Paul’s return to Congress was a
major project of the RLC during the early 90s.

Republican Liberty was usually a bi-monthly thowggimetimes appeared less frequently or
in some instances, as a special edition for GORtev&he RLC and its publications focused on
practical party and caucus building activities andided philosophical debates or rigid definitions
of what constitutes a “libertarian Republican.” §hion-dogmatic approach worked well and unlike
during the initial phase, subsequently most RLC imens have not been former LP members but
are GOP activists from the outset.

Later Republican Liberty editors included Floridsahom Walls and Phil Blumel. Internal
leadership struggles disrupted regular publicatbrthis newsletter in early 2002. Economics &
Finance Professor Clifford Thies initiated his aanLiberty Index of the US Congress in 1989 as
an early RLC related project, which continues tod&ge separate links on www.aldallc.com) This
Index, sometimes appearing as a supplement to Regul_iberty, is the only known detailed
evaluation of US House and Senate members basedtipio recorded votes. The results are based
upon broadly defined “Economic” and “Social” issdegislation cast in either the US House or
Senate.

3) Other Resources:
For further information about early American lieran publications which have yet to be
preserved via PDF but should be, see listings avwaigallc.com.

Notes

1. Some of this material was adapted from the Amerlgbartarian Digital Archive LLC website:
www.aldallc.com created and hosted by the author.
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